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Course: Bachelor of Education P-10
Summary of Unit Plan

Year level: Level 4
Number of sessions: 12
Arts (s) areas covered: Visual arts, media, music
Other disciplines: Art, Civics & Citizenship, Communication, Design Creativity & Technology, English, The Humanities, Information and Communication Technology, Personal learning, Thinking Processes 
AUSVELS- interdisciplinary strands / Australian Curriculum -general capabilities:
Art:

“they apply and develop their arts knowledge by exploring arts processes and ways to communicate concepts arising from their personal experiences and from the world around them” (VCAA, 2014)
“they communicate ideas, observations and feelings using a range of media, materials, equipment and technologies to make arts works” (VCAA, 2014)
“Students select, combine and experiment with ways of using a range of arts elements, principles and/or conventions, skills, techniques and processes, to explore arts ideas sourced from their imagination and from their own and other cultures” (VCAA, 2014)
“Students consider the purpose and audience of their arts works as they experiment with various ways of presenting works in a range of arts forms, and begin to evaluate and refine their work in response to feedback” (VCAA, 2014)
“they record the development of ideas; for example, in a visual diary or a digital (audio or screen) journal with records of rehearsals and conversations about the ideas/work they are developing” (VCAA, 2014)
“They reflect on their own and other people’s arts works and ideas, identifying key features of works and performances from their own and other cultures, and discuss the function of the Arts in their community” (VCAA, 2014)
“students create and present works in a range of arts forms that communicate experiences, ideas, concepts, observations and feelings” (VCAA, 2014)

“They select and combine a range of arts elements, principles and/or conventions, and use a range of skills, techniques and processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies” (VCAA, 2014) 

“They show evidence of arts knowledge when planning arts works for different purposes and audiences and identify techniques and features of other people’s works that inform their own arts making” (VCAA, 2014)

“At Level 4, students comment on the exploration, development and presentation of their arts works, including the use of specific arts elements, principles and/or conventions, skills, techniques and processes.” (VCAA, 2014) 

“They identify and describe key features of arts works from their own and other cultures, and use arts language to describe and discuss the communication of ideas, feelings and purpose in their own and other people’s arts works” (VCAA, 2014)

Civics and Citizenship:
“From their research, they develop knowledge about their community and environment, and a sense that individuals’ contributions can care for and improve the environment, their own lives and the lives of others” (VCAA, 2014)

“Students engage in democratic processes to plan and carry out activities and events at the school or in the local community” (VCAA, 2014) 

“They participate in community, school- and/or home-based projects designed to protect and care for the natural and built environment and promote the sustainable management of resources that they use” (VCAA, 2014)

“They participate in activities to protect and care for the natural and built environment” (VCAA, 2014)

Communication:
“Students explore a range of aural, written and visual communication forms such as the Internet, film, texts and music which illustrate a variety of perspectives on a range of topics and ideas. They learn how to identify the main message, develop their own interpretation, and provide evidence to support it” (VCAA, 2014)

“students explore the use of a range of verbal and non-verbal strategies, to enhance meaning and to engage their audience; for example, physical positioning in the room and use of props, costume, humour and audience participation” (VCAA, 2014)

“When developing formal presentations, students experiment with various forms” (VCAA, 2014)

Design, Creativity and Technology:

“They learn to make realistic plans for achieving their aims and recognise that they are constrained by the availability of resources” (VCAA, 2014)

English:

“Understand how texts vary in complexity and technicality depending on the approach to the topic, the purpose and the intended audience” (VCAA, 2014)

“Discuss how authors and illustrators make stories exciting, moving and absorbing and hold readers’ interest by using various techniques, for example character development and plot tension” (VCAA, 2014)

“Read different types of texts by combining contextual , semantic, grammatical and phonic knowledge using text processing strategies for example monitoring meaning, cross checking and reviewing” (VCAA, 2014)

“Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning to expand content knowledge, integrating and linking ideas and analysing and evaluating texts” (VCAA, 2014)

“Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts containing key information and supporting details for a widening range of audiences, demonstrating increasing control over text structures and language features” (VCAA, 2014)

“Create literary texts by developing storylines, characters and settings” (VCAA, 2014)

“Understand how texts are made cohesive through the use of linking devices including pronoun reference and text connectives” (VCAA, 2014)

“Discuss literary experiences with others, sharing responses and expressing a point of view” (VCAA, 2014)

“Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations incorporating learned content and taking into account the particular purposes and audiences” (VCAA, 2014)

The Humanities:
“Students develop awareness and understanding of the effects of people's interactions with their environment and the ways in which these affect their lives” (VCAA, 2014)

“students describe from direct observation or observation of a variety of media, the human and physical characteristics of their local area and other parts of Victoria. They describe how people use and affect different environments in Victoria” (VCAA, 2014)

Information and Communications Technology:
“Working in all areas of the curriculum, students explore a range of ICT tools” (VCAA, 2014)

“When seeking new information on topics of importance or interest in all areas of the curriculum, students apply a set of procedures (such as simple key words) for locating information on the intranet and the Internet, and they determine the value of these resources by developing and applying simple criteria” (VCAA, 2014)

Personal learning:

“They monitor their learning through strategies such as share time and seeking feedback from the teacher and, where appropriate, their peers” (VCAA, 2014)

Thinking Processes:
“they explore aspects of their natural, constructed and social world, wondering and developing questions about it” (VCAA, 2014)

ACARA:

Sustainability:
“The sustainability of ecological, social and economic systems is achieved through informed individual and community action that values local and global equity and fairness across generations into the future” (ACARA, 2014)
“Actions for a more sustainable future reflect values of care, respect and responsibility, and require us to explore and understand environments.” (ACARA, 2014)

“Sustainable futures result from actions designed to preserve and/or restore the quality and uniqueness of environments” (ACARA, 2014)


	Rationale: 
Even though I am a P-10 student with the majors of History and English I have chosen to put together a Unit Plan on the topic of Sustainability for level four students. I decided upon this topic and year level as in the future I see myself working in a primary setting rather than a secondary setting. This unit is worth doing in the 21st century as Sustainability is an essential component in ensuring that we preserve our environment for future generations. This unit directly addresses the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority’s (ACARA) cross-curriculum priority of Sustainability, which coincides with the current government’s curriculum policy debates and objectives in regards to what should be included in the national curriculum. It provides students with the opportunity to appreciate the importance of creating a more sustainable future by developing their knowledge, skills and values in regards to meeting “the needs of the present without compromising the needs of future generations” (ACARA, 2014). 

While my main focus of the unit is on the cross-curriculum priority of Sustainability (ACARA, 2014), throughout this unit I have also drawn upon other disciplines including Art, Civics and Citizenship, Communication, Design Creativity and Technology, English, the Humanities, ICT, Personal Learning and Thinking Processes (VCAA, 2014). I have drawn upon so many disciplines as I believe a good teacher takes advantage of as many different learning opportunities as possible. This unit is appropriate for level four students as the entire unit was structured around the AusVELS standards of level four. Each of the relevant standards used in this unit are mentioned under the applicable disciplines in the template above in the section titled ‘AUSVELS- interdisciplinary strands / Australian Curriculum -general capabilities’. I have ensured that each activity included in the unit is at an appropriate standard for level four students. Not only have I ensured that it is at an appropriate level I have also tried to take into consideration the interests of students at this particular age group. Sustainability is a topic that should be a focus at all year levels, however I chose level four as I will have placement with grade fours next month, therefore this unit is very relevant to me as there is a high chance I will be able to use it in the near future. Not only did I chose level four to ensure that it would be relevant, I also believe that level four students are at a great age to learn about sustainability as they are at an age where they can begin to understand the importance of being sustainable, and can actively take part in the practice of having a positive impact on the environment. While this unit focuses primarily on the topic of Sustainability the unit also develops students’ knowledge about art while also providing links to other areas of the curriculum (Sinclair, Jeanneret & O’toole, 2012).
Throughout this unit the discipline of Art has been incorporated to assist in exploring and communicating the ‘big issue’ of Sustainability. Integrating the topic of Sustainability with the teaching of Art leads to a positive impact on student learning (Dinham, 2011) as students are able to develop an understanding of the topic through taking part in activities that are fun and “learner-centred” (Krause, Bochner, Duchesne, & Mc Maugh, 2010, p. 189). Art education works to develop a meaningful environment in which students can create connections and develop understandings (Burnard & Hennessy, 2006). Therefore by incorporating the arts into this unit of sustainability I hope to create a hands on approach to learning (Dinham, 2011) which increases student interest, the level of engagement and in turn heightens student learning. This unit “enhance(s) children’s creative expressiveness through artistic, intellectual, and socially shared experiences” (Edwards, 2010, p. 199) while at the same time introducing them to a topic that is so vital for the future of our world. Integrating the arts into other disciplines not only enhances student understanding and engagement, but it is also a great way to cater for the different learning styles of students. 

It is important to remember that individuals’ do not all learn in the same way (Carrington & Robinson, 2006), and that we as teachers need to cater for students differences when planning and teaching. For this reason throughout this unit I have used the arts to draw upon Howard Gardner’s theory of Multiple Intelligences (1983) in order to cater for student’s different learning styles. By incorporating a range disciplines into this unit I am taking a broad approach to instruction rather than focusing purely on the academic domain (Krause et al, 2010), allowing students the opportunity to succeed in at least one domain. Using arts as a means of teaching about sustainability allows me to include domains such as “Musical, Spatial, Intrapersonal, Interpersonal and Naturalist” (Krause et al, 2010, p. 295) which are not as often used, as the more traditional domains of “Linguistic and Logical-mathematical” (Krause et al, 2010, p. 295). Not only does teaching through the arts address the different learning styles of students, but it is also a great way to include and engage students with special needs or learning difficulties. This is as the arts often allows individuals to approach learning in a way that is not solely based upon reading and writing, which students with special needs or learning difficulties often struggle with. The arts allows learners to learn in a range of different approaches which may be more suited to their preferred learning styles (Krause et al, 2010). 

Assessment is an essential feature of effective teaching and learning (Fautley & Savage, 2008), therefore I have ensured that I have used both formative and summative assessment (Krause et al, 2010) throughout the unit plan. I have done this by using KWL charts, Brainstorming (Hancock & Leaver, 2011), self-assessment, peer-assessment, journal writing, annotations, observations, checklists, performances and personal interviews with students (Winch, Johnston, March, Ljungdahl & Holliday, 2010). Without constant assessment it is difficult to identify whether or not teaching and learning is effective, so therefore I ensured that I embedded assessment throughout my unit plan.  

Throughout the unit by incorporating the discipline of art I have been able to take a Constructivist approach in which “learners are active participants” (Krause et al, 2010, p, 188). I want my students to take part in activities that assist them in making-meaning and drawing conclusions, and I believe that teaching through art is a great way of doing this. This unit has presented students with the opportunity to develop their understanding about the importance of sustainability through a range of different individual and group activities, while also developing their art skills. Such as the ability to appreciate the work of different artists recognise the use of colour, line, tone, shape, space and texture.  This unit aims to provide students with knowledge, skills and practices in which they can use to have a positive effect on the sustainability of our environment.
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	Overview:  
This unit works to address the cross curricular priority of Sustainability over a time frame of four weeks for three periods each week. It does this by implementing a range of different cross-curricular disciplines including Art, English, The Humanities, Civics & Citizenship, ICT, Communication, Design Creativity & Technology, Personal Learning and Thinking Strategies. 

The aim of this unit is to increase student’s awareness of the importance of being sustainable in order to preserve and look after our environment. It aims to introduce students to different ways in which they as individuals can be sustainable and have an impact on their world. The unit will cover topics such as the importance of being sustainable, recycling, limiting power usage and substituting alternatives for more sustainable ways of doing things. By the end of this unit students should be able to walk away recognising the importance of sustainability and should have a collection of ideas of different ways that they can use which will work towards preserving our environment.


	Sequence: 

	Topic
	Lesson Objectives – key questions
	Main Learning Activity/ies
	Other relevant disciplines/

interdisciplinary strands
	Assessments –Formative and Summative

	Session 1 

(While this is one session it will be separated across two lessons)
	What is sustainability?

How is our world changing? What does this mean?


	Lesson 1:
· Short introduction about unit
· Students complete a KWL chart about the topic of sustainability 
· Sustainability: told as a children’s fairy tale clip on youtube is shown
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKWQuU0sHPw

· The text ‘Home’ by Jeannie Baker is shown to students 
· Students are then to write a story to accompany the text 
*Start collecting bottle caps for the last lesson this continues throughout the unit 
Lesson 2:

· Students are provided with time to work on their stories

· Share stories 
	Art

English
Communication
	A KWL chart is completed at the beginning of the unit and then is revised at the end.

Students are to complete several drafts of their stories

Students are to show their story to a peer for feedback
Different stages of drafting are collected up by the teacher including the final copy.


	Session 2
(While this is one session it will be separated across two lessons)
	Why is it important to be sustainable?
How can we preserve our environment?

What are some things that negatively impact our environment?
	Lesson 3:
· Students create a collage of their favourite place in Jeanie Baker style
· They are to concentrate on what they love about it and what makes it the place that it is
Lesson 4:

· Students are given more time to finish their collages 
· A discussion occurs about:
· How students would they feel if their place was destroyed 

· What are possible things that could destroy their place
	Art

English
Civics & Citizenship

Thinking processes
	Students are to document ideas in their scrap books
Students are to write a short annotation about their favourite place
Students are to record their thoughts in their journals (these do not have to be written recordings but could be visual or auditory)

	Session 3
	What will happen if we keep taking?
How can we (as individuals) be sustainable?
	Lesson 5:
· ‘One world’ video clip is shown
http://www.acmi.net.au/vid-one-world.htm
· Discussion of if we keep taking there will be nothing left
· ‘No-word brainstorm’ of possible ways to decrease this (what can we do?)
· Students research ways in which they can be sustainable

	Technology
Civics & Citizenship

Communication

ICT


	Brainstorm is collected up

	Session 5
	What does recycling do for our environment?
How does it positively impact on our world?
How can we use recyclable items to make something useful?


	Lesson 6:
· Students view Behind the news recycling video
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3507210.htm
· Students take part in one man’s trash is another man’s treasure activity to create musical instruments
· A discussion occurs about recycling

	Art

Civics & Citizenship
The Humanities
	As a class students are to experiment with rhythm (performances could possibly also be done at assembly)

	Session 6
(While this is one session it will be separated across two lessons)
	What are some more sustainable options than using plastic bags?


	Lesson 7:
· Students watch the ‘plastic bag mockumentary’ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLgh9h2ePYw

· Design/Make ‘green bags’ 
Lesson 8:

· Students are given time to finish off their ‘green bags’
	Civics & Citizenship

Design creativity & technology
	Photo’s could be taken throughout to document students progress

	Session 7
	What are the benefits of earth hour?
How can you get the message across about earth hour?
	Lesson 9:
· Earth hour highlights clip is shown
http://earthhour.org.au/ 
· Students conduct research into the benefits of earth hour
	Civics & Citizenship

The Humanities
	The teacher completes a check list

	Session 8

	What are some sustainable features around the school?
What are some things that could be changed around the school to make it more sustainable?
	Lesson 10:
· Students go around the school and photograph things that could be changed to be made more sustainable/ things that are sustainable
Photos could be put onto a poster which can be displayed around the school
· Together the students come up with proposals that the school could become more sustainable

Ie worm farm, veggie patch, recycle bins, energy saver lights


	Civics & Citizenship

The Humanities
ICT
	Students take part in the ‘head, heart, hands’ activity where they record what they think after taking part in the lesson, how they feel and what they as individuals could do to make a difference

 

	Session 9
(While this is one session it will be separated across two lessons)
	What art techniques has John Dahlsen used in his artworks?

	Lesson 11:
· John Dahlsen’s work is shown to the class

· Two stations are set up students can either:

A. Using the bottle caps that were collected in previous weeks students glue the caps onto a canvas in different shapes and patterns

B. Using plastic bags create a piece that is inspired by the work of John Dahlsen
Lesson 12:
· Students are given time to finish off their canvases 
*These art works can then be displayed around the class as a reminder of sustainability
	Art
Design creativity & technology
	Students are to complete the last column of the KWL chart that they started in the first lesson


	Arts Lesson Plan (session 1)


	Level:
4
	Art discipline(s):
Visual Arts
	Time frame:
45-50min X2 


	Lesson overview: 
This lesson introduces students to the importance of sustainability. It emphasises the fact that if we are not sustainable our environment will be destroyed and will not be around for future generations. This lesson raises students’ awareness to the fact that if we do not care for and look after our environment now it may soon be too late. 


	AusVELS/ VELS strands/progression points:

Art:
““they apply and develop their arts knowledge by exploring arts processes and ways to communicate concepts arising from their personal experiences and from the world around them” (VCAA, 2014)
“They reflect on their own and other people’s arts works and ideas, identifying key features of works and performances from their own and other cultures, and discuss the function of the Arts in their community” (VCAA, 2014)

“At Level 4, students comment on the exploration, development and presentation of their arts works, including the use of specific arts elements, principles and/or conventions, skills, techniques and processes.” (VCAA, 2014) 

“They identify and describe key features of arts works from their own and other cultures, and use arts language to describe and discuss the communication of ideas, feelings and purpose in their own and other people’s arts works” (VCAA, 2014)

Communication:

“Students explore a range of aural, written and visual communication forms such as the Internet, film, texts and music which illustrate a variety of perspectives on a range of topics and ideas. They learn how to identify the main message, develop their own interpretation, and provide evidence to support it” (VCAA, 2014)

English:

“Understand how texts vary in complexity and technicality depending on the approach to the topic, the purpose and the intended audience” (VCAA, 2014)

“Discuss how authors and illustrators make stories exciting, moving and absorbing and hold readers’ interest by using various techniques, for example character development and plot tension” (VCAA, 2014)

“Read different types of texts by combining contextual , semantic, grammatical and phonic knowledge using text processing strategies for example monitoring meaning, cross checking and reviewing” (VCAA, 2014)

“Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning to expand content knowledge, integrating and linking ideas and analysing and evaluating texts” (VCAA, 2014)

Sustainability:

“The sustainability of ecological, social and economic systems is achieved through informed individual and community action that values local and global equity and fairness across generations into the future” (ACARA, 2014)
“Actions for a more sustainable future reflect values of care, respect and responsibility, and require us to explore and understand environments.” (ACARA, 2014)

“Sustainable futures result from actions designed to preserve and/or restore the quality and uniqueness of environments” (ACARA, 2014)


	Key questions for this lesson:

What is sustainability? How can sustainability help our environment? What art methods did Jeannie use in ‘Home’? What was the main message of ‘Home’? How is our world changing? What does this mean? If words were to accompany ‘Home’ what would they say? How do the pictures in ‘Home’ relate to your text? Do you think ‘Home’ would have as much impact on the audience if words were included?



	Key Arts vocabulary you want to introduce or re-enforce in this lesson:

Collage, colour, line, tone, shape, implied texture, space implied form



	List of materials and resources needed for this lesson:

· Photocopies of KWL charts
· Laptop with internet connection
· ‘Home’ by Jeannie Baker
· Journals
· Workbooks
· Pens/pencils


	Time allowed
	Focus Questions


	Procedure
	Resources/Additional comments
	Assessment

	5 min
	What are we doing this unit?
	A short introduction about the unit is provided. The teacher will here explain that students will be learning about sustainability and focusing on things that they as individuals can do to help create a sustainable environment
	Students all gather on the carpet
	N/A

	10min
	What is sustainability?

	Students are to complete a KWL chart about the topic of sustainability

· They are to fill in the first two columns what they know and what they want to know
	Photocopies of KWL charts (one for each member of the class)
Student are to return to their desks to complete this task
	The KWL chart is collected up for assessment. This is again returned to in the last lesson of the unit. 

	5min
	How can sustainability help our environment?

	The clip ‘Sustainability: told as a children’s fairy tale’ is shown to students

	A lap top with internet connection
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKWQuU0sHPw
Students again return to the carpet 


	Students responses to the video clip

	10-15min
	What art methods did Jeannie use in ‘Home’?
What was the main message of ‘Home’?

How is our world changing? What does this mean?


	The text ‘Home’ by Jeannie Baker is shown to students. 
While students are viewing the text they are to note down the art in their journals the methods that Jeannie Baker used in her text. 

Commenting on features such as colour, line, tone, shape, implied texture, space implied form


	‘Home’ by Jeannie Baker
Journals

Pens/pencils
Students are sitting on the carpet when they are shown ‘Home’ they are to bring with them their journals a pencil and something to lean on
	Students journals could be collected up by the teacher to identify whether or not they could recognise how different art elements were used in the text

	15-20 min 

	If words were to accompany ‘Home’ what would they say?

	Students are then to write a story to accompany the text 

	Work books
Students are to again return to their desks to complete this task


	Students are to get a peer to read over their story before they present to the class

	Lesson 2 of SESSION 1:

	5min
	What did we talk about in the previous lesson?
	Short recap discussion about what occurred last lesson
	N/A
	Recall of what students can remember from previous lesson

	30-40min
	If words were to accompany the text what would they say?


	Students are given more time to work on their stories
	Work books
	Students are to read and peer assess each other’s drafts 

	5-10min

	How do the pictures in ‘Home’ relate to your text?
Do you think ‘Home’ would have as much impact on the audience if words were included?
	Students all gather together on the floor and share their stories of their different interpretations of ‘Home’
Outline to students that they are to start collecting/bringing in bottle caps and plastic bags for the last lesson of the unit
	Stories students have created
	Stories are collected up by the teacher
Some students are able to share their stories with the class


	Arts Lesson Plan (session 5)

	Level:
4
	Art discipline(s):
Music, Visual Arts
	Time frame:
45-50 minutes

	Lesson overview: 
In this lesson students are to create musical instruments using recycled materials. They are to explore rhythm, tone and beat while acknowledging that different size/shapes impact upon the sound that the instrument makes. The main purpose of this lesson is to get students to acknowledge that different items do not need to be thrown out after their first use and that they can be kept and used for other purposes. This lesson aims to get students to recognise that they can be sustainable by reusing old items rather than throwing them out after the first use. 


	AusVELS/ VELS strands/progression points:

ART:
“they communicate ideas, observations and feelings using a range of media, materials, equipment and technologies to make arts works” (VCAA, 2014)

“Students consider the purpose and audience of their arts works as they experiment with various ways of presenting works in a range of arts forms, and begin to evaluate and refine their work in response to feedback” (VCAA, 2014)

“students create and present works in a range of arts forms that communicate experiences, ideas, concepts, observations and feelings” (VCAA, 2014)

“They select and combine a range of arts elements, principles and/or conventions, and use a range of skills, techniques and processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies” (VCAA, 2014) 

“At Level 4, students comment on the exploration, development and presentation of their arts works, including the use of specific arts elements, principles and/or conventions, skills, techniques and processes.” (VCAA, 2014) 
SUSTAINABILITY:

“Actions for a more sustainable future reflect values of care, respect and responsibility, and require us to explore and understand environments.” (ACARA, 2014)

“Sustainable futures result from actions designed to preserve and/or restore the quality and uniqueness of environments” (ACARA, 2014)


	Key questions for this lesson:

Why is recycling important? How can you use old items to make something new? Does the shape/size of you cylinder/container influence the sound that your instrument makes? Do the items you filled your cylinder/ container with impact upon the sound it makes? How are these musical instruments contributing to a sustainable environment? 


	Key Arts vocabulary you want to introduce or re-enforce in this lesson:

Rhythm, tone, beat 


	List of materials and resources needed for this lesson:

· A laptop with internet connection
· An assortment of cylinders/ containers
· Sand 
· Rocks
· A range of recycled items that can be used for decoration


	Time allowed
	Focus Questions


	Procedure
	Resources/Additional Comments
	Assessment

	5min
	Why is recycling important?

	Students view Behind the news recycling video

	http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3507210.htm
Students are to sit on the carpet while viewing this clip
	Students responses to the video clip

	30-40min
	How can you use old items to make something new?
	Students take part in one man’s trash is another man’s treasure activity to create musical instruments

1. Students put in either sand or rocks into their cylinders/containers

2. Ensure that the lid is on tight

3. Decorate the outside using a range of recycled items 


	An assortment of cylinders/ containers ie pringles containers, two fruits containers
Sand 

Rocks

Recycled items ie scrap paper old decorations etc

A tub of each of the items is placed on each group of tables to remove hassles of students moving around to get objects
	The teacher walks around and has discussions with the different groups of students while they are working on their instruments. 

	15-20min
	Does the shape/size of you cylinder/container influence the sound that your instrument makes?
Do the items you filled your cylinder/ container with impact upon the sound it makes?

How are these musical instruments contributing to a sustainable environment?


	Everyone gathers in a circle on the floor with their musical instruments
The teacher starts a rhythm and students are to copy the rhythm.

Different students are then given the opportunity to begin the rhythm with everyone else copying them 

A short discussion occurs about the differences in tone that the different instruments make, and why this may be.

It is emphasised that ‘one man’s trash is another man’s treasure’ and that often items can be recycled and used for different purposes. These items are then referred back to the topic of sustainability. 


	Musical instruments
	Students ability to stay in time/rhythm
Student responses to the discussion 


	Arts Lesson (Session 9)


	Level:
4
	Art discipline(s):
Visual Art,  Collage
	Time frame:
45-50 minutes x2

	Lesson overview: 

In this lesson students are to create a piece of artwork using either bottle caps or plastic bags, which is inspired by the work of the artist John Dahlsen. The purpose of this lesson is to create a piece of artwork from sustainable items which can be a constant reminder to individuals of the importance of sustainability and ways in which they can be sustainable. This lesson not only ties up the unit on sustainability but it also introduces students to the artwork of famous artists and encourages them to explore some of the different art elements.

	AusVELS/ VELS strands/progression points:

Art:
“They reflect on their own and other people’s arts works and ideas, identifying key features of works and performances from their own and other cultures, and discuss the function of the Arts in their community” (VCAA, 2014)

“students create and present works in a range of arts forms that communicate experiences, ideas, concepts, observations and feelings” (VCAA, 2014)

“They show evidence of arts knowledge when planning arts works for different purposes and audiences and identify techniques and features of other people’s works that inform their own arts making” (VCAA, 2014)

“At Level 4, students comment on the exploration, development and presentation of their arts works, including the use of specific arts elements, principles and/or conventions, skills, techniques and processes.” (VCAA, 2014) 


	Key questions for this lesson:

What art elements are present in John Dahlsen’s work? How would you go about creating a piece of artwork that is inspired by Dahlsen? How is this artwork similar/different to pieces of work created by John Dahlsen? What is the meaning behind this piece of art work? What have you learnt throughout this semester? What was the main thing that you have taken away from this lesson?


	Key Arts vocabulary you want to introduce or re-enforce in this lesson:

Environmental art, public art, surrealism, aesthetic experiences

	List of materials and resources needed for this lesson:

· Electronic whiteboard
· Laptop with internet connection
· Pictures of John Dahlsen’s artworks 
· Pencils and paper
· Bottle caps
· Plastic bags
· Glue
· Scissors 
· Canvas x2
· KWL sheets


	Time allowed
	Focus Questions


	Procedure
	Resources/Additional comments 
	Assessment

	10 min
	What art elements are present in John Dahlsen’s work?
How would you go about creating a piece of artwork that is inspired by Dahlsen?


	Using the electronic whiteboard students view some of the artworks of John Dahlsen.
	Electronic whiteboard
Laptop with internet connection 
http://www.johndahlsen.com/enviro_art.html
Students are to be sitting on the carpet during this activity
	Together the class writes on a whiteboard the different art elements that John Dahlsen included in his works of art

	30-35min
	How is this artwork similar/different to pieces of work created by John Dahlsen?

	Two stations are set up in the classroom
*Students have a choice of which station that they work on 
Station 1:

Bottle cap art:

[image: image1.jpg]



1. Students are provided time to come up with  bottle cap design to put onto a canvas
(Students could vote on their favourite) 

2. Using bottle caps that were collected in previous weeks students glue the caps onto a canvas in different shapes and patterns
OR

Station 2:

Plastic bag art:
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1. Students are provided with time to come up with a plastic design to put onto their canvas

2. Using plastic bags create a piece that is inspired by the work of John Dahlsen

	Picture of John Dalsens’s Bottle cap artwork
Pencils and paper for design

Bottle caps (an assortment of colours and sizes)

Plastic Bags (an assortment of colours)
Canvas X2 (Approx 0.5m x 0.5m)
Glue
Scissors

Tables are arranged into two big groups 
	The teacher walks around with a checklist and takes part in direct observation

	5-10min
	N/A

	Pack up time is allowed
	N/A
	N/A

	Lesson 2 of SESSION 9:

	5min
	N/A
	Inform students that they will be continuing to work on their canvas’s that they started in the previous lesson
	N/A
	N/A

	30min

	What is the meaning behind this piece of art work?
	Students are provided with time to finish off their canvas’s 

If students finish early they can write a small caption describing the meaning behind their artwork
	Pencils and paper for design

Bottle caps (an assortment of colours and sizes)

Plastic Bags (an assortment of colours)
Canvas X2 (Approx 1m x1m)

Glue

	The teacher goes around with a checklist and takes part in direct observation

	5min
	N/A
	Time is allowed for packing up
*These art works can then be displayed around the class/school as a reminder of sustainability

	N/A
	N/A

	5min
	What have you learnt throughout this semester?
	Students are given time to complete the L column in their KWL charts 


	KWL sheets that were started at the beginning of the unit
	Comparisons are made between the three columns

	10min
	What was the main thing that you have taken away from this lesson?
	Everyone is to gather in a circle on the carpet.

Each student has the opportunity to share something that they have taken away from the unit
	Floor space
	Students responses to what they have taken away from the unit


